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Research has identified that racially diverse and low income couples are experiencing lower rates of marriage and higher rates
of divorce. Previous hypotheses believe this is due to the absence of “marriageable” partners (Lichter et
al., 1992).
Issues in prior research:
• Little regard for sociocultural and economic factors
• Sampled from predominantly white, middle class, college students
• Emphasis on the attributes of the individual (e.g., attractiveness, personality)

Study Aim

This research aims to identify which
positive attributes about marital
partners are salient to low income
and ethnically diverse couples

Methods

Participants
• 431 low-income Latinx, Black, and
White couples
Data Collection Method
• Free-listening/open-ended
interviews
• Participants were asked to identify
the traits they found most
desirable in their marital partner
• Allowed for exploration of partner
characteristics
Data Analysis Methods
• Responses were coded through a
combination of theme
identification methods
References

Results

• Preliminary analysis of this longitudinal data
suggest that factors beyond physical
attractiveness and personality were highly
salient to our sample of low-income couples
• Specifically, couples reported that their spouses’
financial decision making, spouses’ parenting
style, and spouses’ positive relationships with
extended family were key attributes that they
found desirable in their partner

Discussion and
Implications

Previous studies (Fletcher 1999) on
ideal mate characteristics have
focused on warmth, trust, and
intimacy between spouses.
However, those with limited
resources also prioritize other partner
traits (e.g., being a financial
provider, communication) that
emphasize survival and cooperation.
This includes the partner having ties
with an extended network, their
church community, and general
cooperation (e.g., Selflessness).
• Current models of desirable
partner characteristics may miss
the salient reasons that lowincome, ethnically diverse
couples marry
• Efforts to combat divorce and
strengthen marriages within this
population may be better served
by directing attention to
extended network members and
religious communities
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